MANCHESTER'S   FINE   TOWN  HALL  STANDING   IN  ALBERT   SQUARE

Completed in 1877, tne town hall is the most imposing edifice Manchester possesses. It is
Gothic in style, covers 8,000 square yards, and contains more than 250 rooms. The principal
tower, 260 feet high, has a magnificent peal of twenty-one bells, and commands an extensive
view. Unfortunately, the building was badly damaged by bombs in the second World War.

great English men who did not go either
to Oxford or Cambridge is very large. At
the same time the list of famous person-
ages whose names are to be found on the
rolls of the two universities is far too long
to be set down in detail. Famous scholars,
divines, politicians, lawyers, sailors, poets,
painters and authors, each university can
claim sons of whom it would be difficult
to say which was the greatest in his par-
ticular sphere. In recent years colleges
for women students have been founded
both at Oxford and Cambridge, and now
women are admitted to both universities
on practically an equal basis with men.
Some of the most stirring scenes in
English history have been enacted at Ox-
ford and Cambridge. In Oxford Cathe-
dral we may see the place where Arch-
bishop Cranmer was brought to hear his
sentence, and the seat upon which Charles
I sat when he came to render thanks for
his few victories against the Cromwel-
lians. For more than two hundred years

chancellors have been installed and de-
grees bestowed in the Sheldonian Theatre.
At Cambridge we may sit in the very
rooms occupied by Sir Isaac Newton,
Oliver Cromwell, John Milton, William
Pitt and Thackeray, to mention but a few
names at random, John Wesley, William
Penn and W. E. Gladstone were Oxford
men.

The colleges, too, give us wonderful
examples of Norman, medieval, Tudor
and Stuart architecture, so varied and so
beautiful in their setting that it is an edu-
cation merely to feast our eyes on their
historic walls.

There are larger cities than Oxford and
Cambridge of course. Besides London,
there are four with over a half-million
each, all in the north: Birmingham, the
busy manufacturing city; Liverpool, one
of the great ports of the world; Man-
chester, famous for its textiles; and Shef-
field, known everywhere for its cutlery.
There are others in the second rank:
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